University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-10-1988

Nicaragua: Contras Attack Civilian Bus, 17 Dead
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Nicaragua: Contras Attack Civilian Bus, 17 Dead." (1988). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/1299

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 075406
ISSN: 1089-1560

Nicaragua: Contras Attack Civilian Bus, 17 Dead
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, February 10, 1988
On Feb. 4, 17 civilians were killed by contras near the town of Quilali in Nueva Segovia department
in an ambush of a truck. Witnesses and hospital staff in Esteli said at least another 16 of about 60
passengers were injured. Quilali is located 175 miles north of the capital and 25 miles from the
Honduran border. The truck, normally used to carry passengers, was traveling its regular route
toward Quilali when it came under rifle fire at about 5 p.m. Doctors said land mines also appear to
have used in the attack, since some of the victims' wounds were caused by shrapnel and explosives.
According to a list compiled by Witness for Peace, among the dead were at least six children,
including a 10- year-old boy and five infants. Paddy Lane, a WFP volunteer in Esteli, said that two
Sandinista soldiers were on board the bus. One of the dead was a government land reform worker,
and another was a army draftee in uniform but unarmed. Most of the rest were peasants or migrant
coffee pickers. It was unknown if they returned fire. (Basic data from Washington Post, 02/06/88;
New York Times, 02/07/88) [Witness for Peace is a church-sponsored research group with offices
in Washington and Managua. WFP volunteers, many of whom are members of religious groups
in the US, are posted in communities throughout Nicaragua. Their activities are concentrated on
traveling to the sites of contra attacks and clashes between the Sandinista army and contras, where
they interview survivors.]
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